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Information and Communication 

Technology (ICT) has become an 
important part of most organizations and  
businesses these days. It has potential to 
support education across the curriculum 
and provide opportunities for effective 
communication between teachers and  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
students in a way that have not been 
possible before. Liverpool (2002) defined 
ICT as technologies that are used for 
collecting, storing, editing and passing on  
information in various form.  ICT can be 
used in education to: 
- deliver all or part of learning 
content to learners; 
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 Abstract 

 
The Integration of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 
in the teaching and learning of French language involves the use of 
Audio devices digital video, television and radio broadcasts, telephone, 
computers, cameras, handheld organizers, the internet etc. However, 
this paper focuses on the use of ICT in the teaching and learning of 
French Language in Nigerian Schools. Various definitions of ICT, their 
uses, and technological resources currently used in teaching and 
learning of French language were extensively discussed. The paper also 
took a concise look at how information and communication can be used 
in Foreign Language Teaching (FLT) and Foreign Language Learning 
(FLL) were highlighted and discussed. Various barriers that may affect 
the use of ICT in the teaching and learning of French language in 
Nigerian Schools were enumerated according to different authors. I 
hope that this paper will assist French teachers and students in the use 
of ICT in teaching and learning of French language in Nigerian 
Schools. 
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- supplement and external content 
provided in  a different form; 
- provide a two way channel of 
communication for exchange of ideas 
between teachers and students with their 
peers for feedback and helps in design and 
development of learning materials 
(Laudon, 1994): Pp 5.  
 
National Open University of Nigeria 
(2009) viewed ICT as forms of 
technologies that are used to record, store, 
process, retrieve and transmit information 
across the globe. This definition sees ICT 
as technologies that include, radio, 
television, DVD, telephone (both fixed and 
mobile) satellite, computer and network 
hardware and software; as well as the 
equipment and services associated with 
these techniques, such as video 
conferencing and electronic mail. 
Information and Communication 
technology (ICT) are divided into three 
aspects: 
- Instrument (TV, DVD, Computer)’ 
- Instructional (Video and 
Multimedia models); and 
- Dissemination (TV broadcast, CD 
or Web) (Haddad, 2002). 
 
He emphasized that the choice of 
technology and the way it is used is 
determined by what is expected in terms of 
education, learning and instructional 
objectives. 
Technologies Currently Use for Foreign 
Language Teaching (FLT) and Foreign 
Language Learning (FLL)  
Anthony, (2004) discussed the following 
technological resources for Foreign 

language teaching and Foreign language 
learning as follows:- 
- Audio Devices: This is most 
popular and widely used device 
appropriated by modern language teachers 
remain the CD player and the audio 
cassette recorder. Recently, the web has 
served as an additional source of authentic 
listening materials and this can be done 
using MP3 software for fast downloading. 
 
- Video:- The use of moving images 
linked to sound provides learners with 
exposure to all important elements of 
spoken communication: gesture, 
proxemics, pronunciation, intonation, all 
embedded in natural contexts. And devices 
like DVD players, video cassettes, web 
sources, the Laser disc and video cameras 
readily supply these. The use of modern 
technologies has now assisted in locating 
the scene, isolating and replayed at 
random. Different forms of visual support 
can be offered, for instance optional sub-
titles in the mother tongue or target 
language to assist understanding and 
facilitate access to the language. 
 
- Television and Radio 
Broadcasts: The satellite, terrestrial radio 
and television programmes offer cheap 
access to contemporary, authentic, and 
potentially cultural rich programmes for 
language learners. The immediacy of 
current affairs programmes ensure that 
learners’ exposured to the language is 
adequate and included in the real world of 
native speakers. Linked to modern 
recording equipment, broadcast radio and 
television is of advantage to audio and 
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video devices. Also, broadcasts are useful 
for reaching different populations who 
might normally think of taking up 
language learning. 
 
- Telephone: ISDN has 
prevented the problem of the relatively 
poor quality of analogue transmissions 
which has so far disturbed the medium 
from being widely used for languages 
teaching.  Audio exchanges via the internet 
now provide possibilities for real time 
synchronous oral communication. 
Telephone is now limited to supplementary 
tutoring for those engaged in distance 
learning. However, with the advent of 
digital quality and lower connection costs, 
there is now considerable potential for its 
extended use including the possibility of 
conference calls. 
 
- Computers:    The advent of 
multimedia computer, the learner and 
teacher have at their disposal, an 
instrument, which can combine all the 
advantages of audio devices, video, 
television and radio broadcasts and 
telephone in a compact and easily 
accessible form. The computer can be used 
as a local machine (stand alone) or within a 
network. Computer Assisted Language 
Learning (CALL) software, CD, ROMS, 
and office software applications have 
become common place in many schools. 
An inventory of current CALL software, 
including teacher evaluations of their 
usefulness (efficiency can be seen at Web 
sitessuchasICT4L ( http://www.ict4it.Org). 
 
 

How Information and Communication 
Technology can be Used in Foreign 
Language Teaching (FLT) and Foreign 
Language Learning (FLL) Respectively 
as Follows: 
(1) It can be Used for Presentation: Text 

based materials and audio video 
materials may be used     to present or 
recycle new language to learners text 
based material on the web or on CD-
ROM, e.g. Lire 
Francais:http://www.lire-francais.com 

 
(2) Practice:-  A wide range of different 

exercise types save possible with ICT, 
incorporating the presentations of 
stimuli in varing  combinations of text, 
audio, and video material format.  ICT 
also has the potential to analyzing 
learners resources with appropriate 
feed back and branching e.g. Grammar 
exercises e.g (Computer Assisted 
Learning Exercise for French): 
htt:\\www.camsoft 
partners.co.uk/cleft:htn. 

*     Listen, repeat and compare e.g the 
TELL Consortium Encounter Services 
of CD –Roms: http://www. Cansoft 
partiners.co.UK/encounters.htn 

*    Authomatic Speech Recognition, e.g. 
Auralog’s tell me more CD-
ROM:http://www.camsoft 
partners.co.uk/mm,htn.  
 
Authoring:- There are ready made 

materials available for teachers 
and learners, so also teachers can 
create their own exercise materials 
using a variety of authoring tools. 
e.g. Camsoft’s Fun with texts and 
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Gapkit packages: 
http://www.camsoftpartners.co. 
uk/fwt.htm. 

 http://www.camsoftpartners.co.uk
/gapkit.htm etc. 

(3)     Computer Aided Assessment 
(CAA):- Computer Aided 
Assessment (CAA) is playing an 
increasingly important role in FLT and 
FLL. A number of CAA programmes 
are available both commercially and 
publicly; 

*      Web based testing system, e.g. 
WELTS, a testing system created as 
part of the WELL project   
http://www.well.ac.uk, 
htt.p://www.well.ac.uk/language 
exercises. etc. 

 
(4)      Reference: CD-ROMS and 

the Web provide language learners 
with a source of information for 
language learning task and activities. 

*   Online dictionaries, e.g. Cambridge 
Dictionaries online:  
     
http://www.dictictionary.combridge.org. 
*    Link Everything Online: 
      http://www.dict.leo.org. etc. 
  
(5)  Publishing:  A number of tools can be 

seen to assist the learners work on 
their writing/publishing 
collaboratively, often linked in a local 
area network. Language learners 
utilize ICT to help them publish their 
work in the followings ways:- 

*       word-processors and Disk Top 
Publishing (DTP)Software; 

*       audio recording and editing tools to 
record interviews, discussion etc; 

*       digital camera and Camcorders to 
record presentations, Interviews, role-
plays; 

*       power point as an aid to public 
presentations; 

*       web pages using web authoring tools, 
e.g. Front page, Dream weaver.. 

 
(6)      Communication:   Language 

learners and teachers can utilize ICT 
technology to assist  

           them communicate with one 
another; 

* E-mail allows language learners to 
communicate with web pals in other 
countries. E.g. European school net: 
http://www,eun.org/eum.org2/eun/en/i
ndex-eun.html. 

Computer Mediated Discussion e.g. 
Lingianet Forum: 
http://www.mailbase.org.uk/lists/Linguane
t-forum 
 Audio conferencing (synchronous 
and asynchronous), e.g. using the wimba 
software environment: 
http://www.wimba.com 
 Videoconferencing:  
http:www.geocities.com/Anthes/Rhodes/8
247/vang.html. 
(7) Simulations:  The computer can act as 

a stimulus which generates analysis, 
critical thinking, dissension and 
writing. Programmes which include 
simulations are especially effective as 
stimuli e,g. WebQuests: 

 
ThewebQuestpage:http://webquest.sds
u.edu.Language 
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uest:http://www.acml.at/&projects/voll
/graz 

2002/pthinking/mariquwebquest/menu-
webquest htn etc (Anthony, 2004). 

 
Uses of Information and 
Communication Technology ICT in 
Teaching and Learning of French 
Language in Nigerian Schools 
The exponential growth of the information 
required for one to survive, many Nigerian 
Schools seem to be very serious about 
exploring the potential of using technology 
and ICT in particular as a way to facilitate 
the creation of enhanced learning 
environments. 
ICT is regarded as better than face to face 
learning in some perspective, (Kassop, 
2003), gave the following reasons for this 
assertion  i.e. It is student centered, makes 
students write more, is highly interactive, it 
promotes life long learning, feedback is 
immediate, it is flexible and foster an 
intimate community of learners while 
developing and motivating teachers. 
Also, Massy and Zemmsky (1996), pointed 
out that ICT can enhance academic 
productivity and improve the learning 
experience given that it: 
 providers access to enormous 

quantities of information available 
through the internet and non on-line 
databases; 

 Erases the limits of time and space for 
educational activities; 

 Bring the best teachers to students via 
multimedia so that “those of the best 
will drive out those of the merely 
good”; 

 Enables self paced learning, sentivities 
to different learning styles, and 
continuous assessment of progress; 

 Make the teaching and learning 
enterprises more outcome oriented, 
which enhances the ability of 
institutions to stimulate 
experimentation and innovation; 

 Increase learning production, 
especially in areas of “Codified 
knowledge and algorithmic skilled”; 
and,  

  Empower students to have greater 
control over the learning process and 
benefits associated with active learning 
and personal responsibility. 

Godwin and Idumange, (2009) viewed the 
usefulness of ICT in School 
curriculum as follows: 

 
 Accelerate student’s basic skills in the 

school subject like French, and 
Germany. 

  Challenges students to learn 
independently. 

 Update students’ academic knowledge 
and instructional practices. 

 Provide teachers with efficient and 
detective tools to take care of students 
and individual differences. 

 Provide opportunities for cooperation 
with colleagues through net working 
and internet services.  

 Researchers, learners are challenged to 
new methods of acquiring knowledge 
through sharing and been connected to 
the global world. 
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 Unrestricted access of teacher and 
students to relevant information and 
development in various areas. 

With the aforementioned usefulness of ICT 
in teaching and learning in Nigeria Schools 
ICT’s roles  cannot be overemphasized 
neither can it be under estimated. 
 
Barriers in Using Information and 
Communication in the Teaching and 
Learning of French Language.  

It is sure that ICT holds great 
potentials in assisting and improving the 
quality of teaching and learning of French 
Language in Nigerian Schools, as well as 
National Development efforts in Nigeria, 
Several barriers remain to be addressed. 
Some of them are classified into Teacher 
level barriers and school level barriers 
(Khalid, 2009). 
 
Teacher Level Barriers Consist of: 
- Lack of teacher confidence; 
- Lack of teacher competence, and; 
- Resistance to change and negative 
attitudes 
 
School Level Barriers Consist of: 
- Lack of time; 
- Lack of effective training; 
- Lack of accessibility; and 
- Lack of technical support. 
While, Godwin and Idumange, (2009) 
viewed the barrier to the use of ICT in 
teaching and learning as follows: 
- ICT awareness; 
- ICT Access; 
- The environment; 
- ICT infrastructure and funding; 
- Poor maintenance culture; 

- The factor; 
- Low internet connectivity and tele-
density. 
- Poor power supply; 
- Low Technical expertise; and, 
- Attitude Support Agencies. 
Adeosun, (2010) established through a 
study carried out that a chief barrier to ICT 
uses in schools is the lack of skilled 
teachers. And lack of time on the part of 
teachers, to engage in training in the use of 
ICT as a form of professional 
development, or the lack of instructional 
time to effective use ITC within a forty 
minutes lesson usually allocated to lessons 
in schools. 
 
Conclusion 

This paper summaries the use of 
information and communication 
technology in French language in Nigerian 
schools. Various uses of ICT in the 
teaching and learning of French Language 
were discussed extensively. The ICT 
resources that can be used to teach and 
learn French language, and how ICT can 
used in foreign language teaching (FLT) 
and Foreign Language Learning (FLL) 
were enumerated. It is expected that if 
French language teachers can effectively 
utilized ICT resources in teaching and 
learning,  students will surely find an 
easier in-road learning French Language in 
Nigerian schools. 
 
Recommendations: 
 Nigerian Schools should be 
provided with ICT infrastructures so as to 
make the use of ICT in teaching and 
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learning of French Language more 
effective and easier 
 Teachers should attend 
training, workshops, conferences 
organized for the use of ICT in schools; 
 ICT education should be 
included in the educational curriculum; 
 Public private partnership 
should be encourage in the provision of  
ICT facilitates to schools; 
 Government should without 
delay to implement the National policy for 
Information Technology as this would 
further improve the use of ICT in teaching 
and learning process; 
 As the internet becomes an 
important part of education and as literacy 
is redefined by the new technology, it will 
be compulsory the French language 
teacher  trainers integrate this new 
resources with daily instruction so that 
trainees can learned how to develop the 
new literacy this technology permits; and, 
 In-service and pre-service 
French language training and 
empowerment on the use of technological 
skills should be organized both locally and 
internationally. 
 

References 
Adeosun, O. (2010): Quality basic 

education Development in Nigeria: 
Imperative for use in ICT. Journal 
of International Cooperation in 
Education. 13 (2). 193 – 211. 

 
Anthony, F. (2004): Information and 

communication technology in 
foreign language teaching and 

learning   An Overviem. 
MOSCOW, UNESCO Institute for 
Information Technology in 
Education. 

 
Godwin & Idumange (2009): Information 

and communication technology 
(ICT) and reforms in secondary 
education in Nigeria.  A status 
Report. Journal of Teacher 
Perspective. 3 (1), 144 – 154. 

 
Hadded, W.D. (2002): ICT in education 

toolkit for policy Makers, planners, 
and practitioners. UNESCO: Basic 
Books. 

 
Kassop, (2003): ICT: a catalyst for 

educational change. Journal of 
Curriculum Studies 29 (5).513 – 
528. 

 
Khalid, A. B. (2009): Barrier to the 

successful integration of ICT in 
teaching and learning environments. 
A Review of the Literature Eurasia 
Journal of Mathematics, Science 
and Technology Education  5 (3), 
235 – 345. 

 
Laudon, K.C. (1994): Information 

technology and society. California: 
Wadsworth Publishing Company 

 
Liverpool (2002): Information and 

communication. (A Paper Presented 
at the Teachers Summit, 

 NTI 25th Anniversary Celebration 
held from 12th – 14th February, 2002 

Using Information and Communication Technology for … 



 

571

at the National Teachers’ Institute, 
Kaduna. 

  
Massy & Zemnsky (1996). Impact of ICT 

in Schools:  The Impacts of 
Government initiatives. Office of 
Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of 
Schools. 

 
National Open University (2009). 

Information and communication 
technology. Lagos 
NOUNhttp://www. Lire-
francais.com 

 
http://www/Camskft artner.co.uk/cleft:htn. 
 
http://www/Consoftpartner.co.ukpencounte

r:htn 
 
http://www/Consoftpartners.co.uk/mm.htn. 
 
http://www.Comsoftpartners.co.uk/fwt.htn. 
 
http://www.Comsoftpartners.co.uk/fwt.htn. 
 
http://www.Camsoftpartners.co.uk/gapkit.h

tn. 
 
http://www.Well.ac.uk,http://www.Well.ac

.uk/languageexercises. 
 
http://www.dictionary.combridge.org. 
 
http://www.dict.leo.org 
 
http://www.enn.org/eun.org2/eun/en/tnder

x-eun.htnl. 
 

http://www.maillase.org.uk/lists/Linguanet
-Forum.htt://www.Wimba.Com. 

 
http://webquest.sdsu.edu.Language. 
 
Quest:http://www.acml.at/projects/Voll/gra

z2002/pthlky/maruquwebquest/men
u-Webquesthtn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Journal of Teacher Perspective 


